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[ FROM \ 
EW-MARKET and TRIPLOE-Heaths 


c . TY & 1 | 


fiveſmall Beagles (late of the Armie. } 


; OR THE | 
IRANDIE-DECEIVERS Unmasked 
| (that you may know them) © 


rected to all the Free-People of Z 
* land, butin efpeciall, to allthat have, ;andare till 
engaged in the Military Service" ef the 

COMMON-WEALTH-# 


| | 
Robert Ward, Thomas Watſon, Simon Graunt, George Jellis, andj 
William $awyer, late members of the Army, Whoupon 
+ thefixth of J/archin the New-Pallace-yard, Weſtminſter, 
were forced toride with their faces towards their 
Horfe-tails,had their ſwords broken over their heads, 
' and Were caſhiered for Petitioning the Parliament 
 forrelief of the oppreſſed Common-wealthy”+ 
and delivering an account thereot to 


the General. © %»- of 


—— — 


ntedin a Corner of Freedome, richt op- 
- poſite to the Councel of W arre, 


% 


"0 


des © : 2 hl | 
The Hunting of the Foxes,8E 


Hen we remember onr {olemn Engage- 
ment at New-market and Triploe- 
Heaths, and but therewith confider 
and.compare the ftrange aftings that 
have been, and ſtill are carried on in 
| the-name of the Army (as if upon the 
= of that. Engagement )) weare eycn ſtartled at the 
e 


alpable contrariety and difparicy that appeareth betwixt 
Hy for the Aiference is asgreat and as wide, as be- 


twixt bondage and freedom : So that it hath put us upon 
conſideration to finde out and diſcover , where the fault 
lurketh ; andupon ſerious thoughts, wee cannot impute 
the declinings of the firſt Principles of the Army, to the 
Army it (elf, but-rather to ſome Perſons of private and 
dangerous intereſts, uſurping and ſarpriſing the name of 
the Army ; like as it was ſaid of the 11 impeached Mem- 
bers, concerning the Name and Authority of Parliament, 
imprinting the face and ftampe of that PIs; upon 
their prodigious deſigns, to the great abaſe of the Parlia- 
ment, as this muſt needs be of the Army, Theſezas too 
many ſuch there be, are Foxes of the deepeſt kinds, more de- 
ceitfull and pernitious than their predecefſours ; and that 
ſuch there are, wokull experience puts it out of queſtion : 
and who they are the print of their footſteps is ſo evident, 
that you may trace them from ſtep to ſtep, from hole ro 
hole to their Maſter Den, where you may tinde the whole 
l;tter of Foxes in confpiracy,and you mayknow them by their 
ſhapes. Thus then to their footſteps. 

When in the times of Stapleton & Hollis, the then fa&tion 
was afpired to that height of tyranny and inſolency,as te 
overtop the authority and native freedom of the People, 
threatning genera]}l vaſlalage to the whole Nation, then 
the ptivate ſouldiery(to interpoſe betwixt the people and 
their deſtroiers)drew themſelves into that ſolemn Engage- 
ment of Fune 5.1647.in the attempting and tranſa&ion of 
which they found no ſmall oppolition( as may well be re- 
membred)among(t the Officers ; and at that time Coymwel! 


A 2 high- 


y- 


"On ) 
highly difſented, nobFichtandingahaqumaitry {ago 
«nd importunityot many friends,ti] he was forced for fear 
of imptiſonment;to fly to the then engaging ſogle iery(the 
day atter.thefirſhRendrzv0rs)for refuge,and thenCromipe 
and Fetengwhentliey ſaw no-other way ta preſerve t 
ſelves anditheir intereſt,/'engaged in the ſubvefſion 
domineering,tyrannical fattion,and a{luming high offices 
tothemſelves,aAing as generall' Officers, without the ele- 
&ion of the ſoldierpzorCommiſtehtr6m'theParliament, 
being-outby-the felf-denying Ordihaticelinl the General 
having no power to'make generall Officerg,-0 0 v4 7 77 
And being thus ſeated;even before they were well warm» 
ed in their places,they begin to ſtomack the ſitting of the 
ivate ſouldiers in Councel with them;althongh it is wel 
own,that the aftions of rhe Army,moving as ar! Army,in 
relation to that Engagement,was, firſt to be concluded of 
by-a-Councel}, to conliſtof thoſe generall Officers (who 
cancarred with the Army in their then juſt andertakings) 
with two CommillionOfficers and two ſoldiers to be of £ 
ſen foreach Regiment;bur a Counicell thus modelled,was 
notiſutable to their wontcd greatnes and ambition,it was 
ſomewhat of ſcorn-to'them;that a private foldier(though 
the Repreſcntour ofa Regiment) ſhould fit cheek by joll 
with them,and have with an Officer an equall vote in that 
Councel:This was a thing ſavoured t9o much of the peo- 
plesauthority and power,and therefore inconſiftent with. 
the traniſaftion of their lordly Intereſt: the title of free Ele- 
Gion(the original of all juſt-authorities)muſt give place to. 
prerogative patent (the root of all exorbitant powers) that 
Councel muſt change the derivation of its ſeſſion, and be-- 
ingfrom Agreement and ele&ion of the ſouldiery to the 
patent, of the Officers,and none to fit there bat commiſſion 
Officers,like ſo many patentee Lords in the high Court of 
Parliament,deriving their title from the will of their Ge- 
neral;as the other did theirs,from the will of the King: {o 
that the difference was noother,but inthe chang of names: 
Here cr rm this perfe&ion) as abſolute a Monarchy, 
and as'ab(olute a Prerogative Cort over the Army,as Commo» 
Rers,as ever there was over the Common»wealth, and ac-- 
cordingly this Councel was-overſwarmed with Colonels, 
Lieut. Colonels,Majors,Captains,&c. contrary to and be- 


C3 
rzcnce follawed ſecret nurmurings & whiſpering s amongſt” 
che. Prerogative Officers againſt the ſeſſion and power of the 
A0itators, and at length palpable endeavors broke forth to 
uppreſs them:8&ſo ſoon as the Officers had wound up them- 


if 

felvs to a fattion,{fficient to overtop, them,and finding the 
privity of the Agitator in their Councels was an impediment to 
theic evil intereſt an ! ambiticn,then it was openly given our, 
That they ſtood as ſouldiers,only to ſerve the State, and might not as 
free Commons inſiſt upon their liberty; and that the ground of their 
refuſing to Uighantl,was, only the want of Arrears and Indempnity; 
which, how contrary to theirEngagement,Declarations, Repres 
ſentations,8c, Hear,O beavens,and judg#O earth! for doth not 


their Declaration of Fun. 14.1647: in their perſons thus ſpeak. 
*©We ſhall betore disbanding proceed in our own and the 


* Kingdoms behalf,&c.eſpecially conſidering,that we were f 


©not a Mercinary Army,hired to ſerve any Arbitrary power of 
«a ftate,but called forth and conjured by the ſeveral Declarations 
& of Parliament to the defence of our own,8& the peoples juſt 
«Rights &Liberties. And if of our own,then nor to deſtroy 
our right of Petitioning,for that is in the number of our own, 
and ſo formerly owned by themſelves. And further ſome 
few lines after they thus proceed. | 
© The ſaid Declarations (til dire&ing us to the equitable 
© {enſe of all Laws and Conftitntions, as diſpenſing wich 


the very letter of the ſame,and being ſupream to it,when - 


© theſafety and preſervation of all is concerned, and aſ- 
*<©ſ{aredus, That all Authority is fundamentally ſeated in 
* the Office, and but miniſterially in the Perſons : And 
then tocconfirm.and juſtifie their motion, as Commoners 


Book Decl 
39. 


in behalf of the People, they cite the Prelidents of Scotland, . 


Netherlands, Pertugall, and others ; adding this, © That ac 
&« cordingly the Parliament hath declared - it no relifting 


* of Magiſtracy, to ſide with the jutt principles and law of. 


* Nature and Nations, bcing that Law, upon which we 
© have afliſted you ; and that the ſouldiers may lawfally 
*hold'the hands of the Generall ( and it of the Gemerall 
then of Cromwel!, Ireton and Harrijoz) -who will turn his 
*© Cannon againft the Army,on purpoſe to deſtroy them; 


*©the Sea-man the hands of that Pilot vho wiltully runs: 


< the ſhip upon a rock,as our brethren of Scotland argued, 


<and ſich were the proceedings of our Anceſtours of fa-. 


LIOUS ITICELLLOTL) 


(2) | 
Here out of their owne mouths it is confeſt, That the 


ſouldiery are not,nor.onght to be mercinary;zand that.the 
General(and ſo gut guar all the Officers.) may. be op- 
e 


poſed by the ſouldiery in caſe of an immanent deſtruftion 

to them; and how abſolutely deſtrudive it is to them, to 
be deprived of their right as Commoners, and not ſuffer- 
ed upon pain of death or caſhierment to petition the Par- 
liament, but to be rendred mcerly mercinary to the luſts 
and ambitions of two or three.perſons,to ſerve their per- 
nicious ends, let the world judge : This is a caſe fo plain, 
ſo obvious and evideng, as none can deny, but that ic is a 
palpable ſubverſion of the Right of the Souldiery z and 
therfore in ſuch a caſe they are bound to oppoſe their ,Of- 
ficers,and it is no reliſting of the General, nor of the Qf- 
ficers, no more than it is a reſiſting Magiſtracy, to fide 
with the juſt Principles and law of Nature and Nations, as 
themfgves have owned and confeſt, and it they will noc 
ſtand to it, they muſt be kept £o it. 

And befides, if the equity of the Law be ſuperiour (as 
they ſay) to the letter, and if the letter ſhould controll 
and overthrow the c<quity, it is to be control'd and over- 
thrown it lf, and the equity to be preſerved, then the 
rule of the ſame reaſon doth tell them, that the Officer is 
but the form or letter of the Army ; and therefore infe- 
riour to the equitable or eſſentiall part, the Souidiery, and 
to be controlled and overthrown themſelves, when they 
cantroll and overthrow the Souldiery in the eſſentials of 
their being, lite, liberty and freedomgas the ſouldiery are, 
when by thre Officers rendred meerly mercinary, and de- 
nied their right of addrefſe by way of Petition to the Par: 
Tiament, for to be tortar'd, enſlav'd and oppreſt,and not 
{uffer'd to complain, but tormented and abuſed for 
complaining (although to the Parliament, the undoubted 
right of an Engliſb-man) is the higheſt craelcy, villany and 
{lavery can be imagined,even Tyranny at tbe beigbt,and ther- 
fore to be oppoſed by the Souldiery. 

And thus,and upon theſe fundamentals of Nacure and 
Reaſon the N therlands made their reſiftance againlt the 
King of Spain. Thus roſe the Scots up in arms, and entered 
this Kingdom,immediately before this Parliament,with- 
| - arch 


(6) 

out all formal countenance or allowance of King or Par- 
liament,fince owned and juſtified by thisParliament. Thus 
elfis Parliament took up arms againſt the King : and thus 
the Parliament of France now taketh up armes : yea 
thus this Army enter'd upon their ſol:mnEngagement againſt 
the oppreſſing party at Weſtminſter. And thus may the ſouldiery 
renue and revive the ſame,and even oppoſe,contradi&t,di- 
ſpute and overrule the commands of their Officers themſelvs 
to the contrary,and be equally juſtiftable with the forego- 
ing preſidents. But to return tothe matter inhand: 

hen Cromwell and Ireton,and their faftion of ſelf inter»+ 
efled Officers thought they had got the ſonldiery faſt by 
the brain,as to dote ſufficiently upon their tranſa&ionand' 
conduQ'of bufines,they then decline the Agitators,decline 
the Engagement,ſleight their Declarations and Promiſes tothe 
people and i Army, rendring the Apitatours but as ci-- 
phers amongſt them, corrupting ſome with places, over- 
ruling and overawing others,and fo bringing the tranſa- 
&ions of the Army in order to their ſolemn Engagement,on- 
Iy to themſelves,under the impreſſion and name of his Fx-+ 
celency,and bis Councel of War,& fo by degrees, ſtep after ſtep 
they caſt our the intereſt of the ſouldiery from amongſt 
them,deftroied theFngagement,and broke the faith of the Army. 

So that the honeſt ſouldiery not ſeeing any redrefſe,the 

rights and freedoms of the Nation not clearcd or ſecured, 
no indempnity or ſecurity for arrears; or proviſion for 
preſent pay, no determinate period of time ſet, when the 
Parliament fhould certainly end, no publike vindication 
of the Army from that moſt horrid Declaration againſ* 
the ſonldiery for petitioning,nor of ſuppreſſing and bur- 
ning Petitions,abuſtng and imprifoning petitioners,@c. 

ſe things the ſouldiery beholding and obſerving,cn- 
deayored to reſtore their Agents to a competent power and ' 
ability,to make good the faith of the Army to the people, 
but then they fonnd the hotteſt oppoſition: from Cromwell 
and Iretoz with his fa&ion of Officers, as who ever cals but 
to mind the bufines of Yare,when Col. Fyer was impriſo- 
ned,and M. 4rneld a private ſouldier was ſhot to death for 
promoting and aſſiſting the work of the ſouldiery in refe- 
rence to the ſolemn Engagement of the Army,may know. 


And then it maybe remembred how inſolent & furions 
- Cremwel/ deported himſelf againit the honeſt obſervers; of 
the faith of the Army,it being then made death to obſeeve ghe 
Engagement,or but ſpeak for the Agitators:O let chatday fe 


ver be forgotten ! let not the bloud of that innocent perſon 
be here had out of remembrance,ti}ljuſtice be had for the 
lame: neither let our-Engagement or the perfidious perju- 
red ſubyerters thereof be forgotten; (for here the Engage- 
ment wasutterly ca{t.afide,and the Adjutators laid by Apd 
after that no more Agitators would be permitted, but the 
ſentence of death, impriſonment, and caſhierments for all 
that endeavored the reviving therof was denounced; here 
the right of the ſoldiery was clearly deſtroied,and theGen. 
Officers became lords of thename of the,Army, afſumivg 
the ſame to themſelves, and litting the impretſion ghereof 
upon all their future aCtings,to the abuſe and ſurprifall of 
the Army ; although.in deed and in truth no tranſlating 
ſince by Cromwel}, Ireton, and their Officers, though in the 
name of theGen,Councel of theArmy,wil be accountedror 
imputed to the a&t of the Army, for it is no Gen.Councel, 
neither doth it repreſent the Army,neither hath it the Au, 
thority orCommiſlion of theArmy therin; tor it is ano 
Councel, differing from that of the Engarement of the Ar- 
my,that was by ele&ion,this is by: force and obtra/ipn, .in that 
the ſoldiery were.repreſented,in this only the Officers, that 
is to conliſt of thoſe Gen.Cthicers concurring with theEn- 
gagement,two Com.Officers, and two-ſoldiers choſen out 
of every Regimentzthis is only a Cquncel of war, whoſe 
power doth extendto ng tranſation, in the, name; of ; the 
Armyggs Comnignersbut.on|y to matters of arias lopl- 
diersgherefore their proportions 12nd camparingeſien 
the King,their march. up to'Londongrheirviolent, ſecluding 


of ito many members. from Parluheir trill and execution of 


the Ring,ot D. Hamilton, Holland,and ſtoutCapel,their.crc &i- 
on of the bigh,Court,of rhe Cruncel of State,and their raignng 
in,& cverrudling the Houſe,cheir. topping tbePreſſes,commi Kg 
violent culrages\and cruelties therupopgtheir uſurpqtion of zhe 
civil Authority, &c: are not to be efjeemedas ations. of the 
Army,they are zot to be {ct upon the ſcore ofthe foldierys 
tor the {oldie 52 


hath no mouth intheir Councels, neither. 


7 
Thus it may well be conceived, that their clothing themſelves 

with the glorious Garments of that Engagement, with their mani- 
ld Declarations, Remonſtrances, &c. was but in order to what 
time hath ſince made maniteſt, ro heave out Srapleron and that ta- 
Rion, to graſp the ſole dominion into their own hands: for by 
their fair ſpeeches and fawning difiimutarizns, they courted the 
Souldiery and honeſt party -f rhe Common-wealrh into a ſtrong 
del:on, even to believe their lyes, thcir enchantments, and for- 
ceries : Never wete ſuch Saints, ſuch curious Angels of light ; Pha- 
rcobs Eayptian Sorcerers were ſhort of theſe in their Art. And 
when by that means they had compail<d their ends againſt Hollis 
and his, they were {o far from infilting upon the premiſes of their 
former promiſes and vows, tat thcy relolve upon an Hoecas Pocas 
wick with the K#2g,and {0 ſet upon the work{to make him a Pan- 
dor to their dominion and power, to make him askreen betwixt 
thens & the peopie)& they even drive ittoa bargain, Cromwel to | 
be made Earl of Eſſex, anc that (beſide his George and blew Rib- This ns Gus 
band ) to be a Knight of the Garter, his own ſon to be Bed cham- bar Liewd 
ber-man to the Prince,and his Son in law Treton, either Lord De- bee 
puty of [relard, or at lealt Fieid Marſhal General of 1re/and, and nel acad up- 
kisown Son (that commanded the Gen. Life Guard) ſaid that the 9n hier 
Kiag had caſt himſelf upon his father and brother Treton, to make houſe of Com- 
histerms for him, and reſtore him again : And to that. end, they 99s: 
fame expedients {utable to his Prerogative Principles, cunningly 
nterweaving the ſame in their buſineſs called the Propoſals for the 
ſetling a bY: and laſting Peace ( as they called ir) in the heads 

whereof were couched the ſeveral toundations of Regal Tyranny, 
[eating the whole power and authority of this Nation, fundamentally 
"the Kings will, making the ſame ſupreme, or a law paramount, 
to all the determinations of Parliament : This is the unanimous 
yice of the 1, 2, and 3. particulars,under the firlt general Propoſal, 

nd the laſt is a ſeal to them all. But this expedient failing them, as 
their exorbitant intents, they caſt off thoſe robes of Royalty with 

ach they had rendred themſ-lves acceptable wich the King's al- 
rents, and laid aſide the King and them, finding the way of az 
Ireement of the People to be much aff:ed and endeavoured ater 
mong the Souldiery, they alſo inveſt themielves with that Robe, 

d hid: their deformity from the Army, and the better tocallay all 
tions after the ame , they confcls and acknowledge the excel- 
Cy and goodneſs of the premiſles, they only tind the {am 


($) 
guage, as the religious people might beſt be ſurpriſed, not ſidpeR. 
Ing any venemous thing to be In:;kin2 under the leaf of their holy 
and ſacred pretences: they call Faits ( a certain fore-runner of mif- 
clief withchem) cry, and howl, and b-dew their ch. <k2s withthe 
tears of hypocriſic and deceit, contc:>their iniquity and a bominatj- 
01 1n declinir g the cauſe of the Penpie, and tampering With the 
Kin? ; and humbly, as in t-e prefence of the A//ceing God, ac- 
knowledge the way of a Agreement of the People, ro be the way 
to our Peace and Freedom; and even then,afloon as they had wi- 
ped their Cys and cheir mouths,they proceed even t9 death,impri- 
ſonment, or caſhicrment of ali ſuch in rhe Army, as Promoted or 
owned that Agreement ; andro fan and cull all fuch Afſerters of 
the Peoples Freedoms out ot the Army, they proceed to disband 
20. out ofa Troup; by which the honeſt party of the Souidiery 
was very mucin weakned , and all the promoters of Freedom dif- 
couraged, and the pevple ſtruck into a deiperation Which gave 
riſe unto the {ſecond war amongſt our ſeives , and Invaſion of the 
Scors : Bur the ſame by tac ble..ng of God bing over,they find- 
ing the old aftection of the Souldiers not yer quenched or much 
cooled,and yreat motions 1n the ieveral Regiments after the Frec- 
dom of the Nation ; they then f--rmalile again,and to k*ep the ho- 
neſt party in ſa{penſe, and to wait upon tieir motions,and fo ceale 
from their own; and tize better to make way to their own ambi- 
tious intents, they £1en as a Cloke, take up tie way of ar cAgree- 
ment again, to piclent themſelves Amiable unto us, and a 
vre.t pudder they make in their Conncel about an eAgreement, 
and one they brought forth, but fuch an One,as was moſt abhorred 
by {uch as moſt ſought atter the way of a» Agreement ; So incon- 
fittent jt was with the time Foundations of equal Freedom and 
Right : But by this means they (o far prevailed over the moſt con- 


ſtant and taithiul friends to'the people, as to beget an acquielcencs 


in them for a ſeaſon, till rhey in the mean time ſo far effected their 
bulineſs,as to the [ztroduttion of an ablolure platform ot Tyranne, 
long fiuce hatched by Treton; For it was l17 who int offered that 
E xpedient of Government, by way of a Conncel of State , which 
was {von after the Armies Z7gagement neer N eWmarkgt-heath, 
and which ever {ince he hath kepr in the Vaz/; but now the Vail 18 
taken away, and it is now preſented to the view of all. men : But 
no iooner was this 17cnter born into the World,bat it deyours up 
half of the Parliament of Er79/azd,and novy it is about adorning it 


nun man_ Mam . ooo iv 
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dance, &c. and like the-2 0. __ of eAthens, tohead it ſelf -0+ 
vcr the people: This 1,and yer this is nor our new intended King, 
there is a king to ſucceed, this is but his Vice-roy : O Crom- 
wel ! whither art theu afpiring > The word is already given our 
amongſt their officers;T bat this Nation muſt have one prize Ma- 
giſtrate or Ruler over them ; aud that the General hath Power to 
make a law to bind all the Commons of England : This was moſt 
daringly and deſperarcly avowed at Jhite-ha# , and to this tem- 
per theſe Court-Oflicers are now a moulding; he that runs ma 
read and fore-lee the intent, a NeW Regality ! And thus by their 
Uachiavilian pretenes, and wicked practiſes , they are become 
maſters and uſurpers of the name of the Army, and of the name 
ofthe Parliament z under which Viſorsthey have leveIP'd and de- 
ſtroyed all the Auchority of this Nation :- For the Parliament in- 
deed and in truth is no Parliament , but a Repreſentative 
Glaſs of the Councel of War ; and the Councel of War brat 
the Repreſentative of Cromwel, Ireton, and Harriſon, and theſe 
ae the all inall of this Nation, which under theſe guiſcsand names 
of Parliament, Army, General Councel, High Court, and Coun- 
celt Stare,play all the ſtrange pranks thar are play'd. 

Deer Countreymen and tellow-fouldiers, you that by your ad- 
renterous hazard. and bloud have purchaſed a precedency in your 
Native and jult Rights ; Conſider and weigh theſe things in your 
learts, for ſurcly none are more deeply concerned than your ſelves, 
none are more highly infringed of their Rights than you ; You are 
not ſo much as ſuttcred (how oppreſs'd or abus'd your ſelves, how 
enfible of the miſeries of the publike foever) to repreſent your 
G&ſtres 6r apprehen(ions to the Parliament; while you are ſouldi- 
es, you (in their account) are no Free-men, ncither have an c- 
qualright in the Comman-wealch with other of your fellow- 
m:mbers therein. The General now cells us, if We will petition, 
we mujr lay 4o\7n our ſwords ;, theſe werc his own words unto 1s. 
Itleems he hath forgor the conteſt of the Army(in which he con- 
ured) with Frapleron ana Hollis abort their right of Petitioning 
8Souldiers; \Vhy then fit this muſt be their reccived maxime) 
id he andthe General Councel (as by uſurpation thcy call jr )pre- 
ent their p<rition,fince we preſented ours, and:not lay down their 
Words and their high places, and petition as private Commoners? 
Weare confident it would be an happy day - England , would 


ey but practiſe that doctrine tizey preach unto others , But alas / 
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condemned Stapleronand Holls,, "A they were not the Sra- 
pletons ard Holliz's themſelves ; they condemned priyat corre- 
{pondencies wit!) the King, becauſethey were not the correſpond- 
ers themſelves ; they condemned the force ottered io the Ph. tia- 
ment by tke tumulr of Apprentites, &c. becauſe chey were nor the 
forcers themſelves; they condemned that monſtrous declaration 
of the Parliament againft the Souldiers petitioning ; they con- 
demned the impriſoning petitioners, and burning petitions , be- 
cauſe they were not the Declarers,Impriſoners, and Burners them- 
ſelves : As who, that doth but conſider their waies, may not plain- 
ly diicern. 

But to trace the foot-ſteps of thoſe Foxes yet alittle further, we 
{hall diſcover their dealings with us. Whcn they heard that the 
Soldiers were about a petition in bchalf of themſelves and the peo- 
ple for whom they had engaged, they threat were highly offind. 
cd and enraged, and deſperate morions upon it were made in their 
Conventicle (by themſclyes [tiled the General Councel)ſome mo- 
vedfor an Act of Parliament, that they might have power to try, 
judge,condemn,and puniſh all ſuch, whether ofthe Army or not of 
the Army, as ſhould difturb them (as they now call ic) by petition 
tothe Par]. or otherwiſe ; and upon the modeſt reply of one,who 
deſired that the execution of civil affairs might be leic to the Magi- 
ſtrate , Col. Haſon anſwered, we have had tryal enough of ('ivil 
Ceurts,we can hang 20. before they Will bang org; and in te Lob- 
ty at che Parl. dore, the ſaid Hy/on breathing out biuter invectives 
againſt us Peritioners, who then were waiting at the dore tor an 
anſwer to our perition, ſaid thus openly, O tht any of them ſpeak- 
ing of the Petitioners ) dzrſt come into my Regiment, they ſhould 
never goout ; We ſhall never be quiet till ſome of them be cut off for 
examples,and then the reſt Will be quaſ#d , there are 16. about this 
T aWn that better deſerve to be banged.than thoſe Lords that are at 
their Tryal before the high Court. And now the Cclontls, Lieur, 
Col.Maj. Capt. of this Gn. Councel,are now m2ulding up co that 
ſweet temper, inſomuci: thar abour AZarch 6.they concluded on the 
AR, it mult now be death to petition,or for any Country-man to 
talk to us concerning ours and their Freedom : This cnforceth us 
to put you in remembrance of chcir former words, for out of their 
own mouths they are judged. 

In the Book of the Armies Declaration, pag. 17, we humbly 
repr ſent in their and our behalts, as followcth : 1. T hat Where- 
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ved information of a dangerous Petition in the eArmy , to declare 
and immediately topubliſh in print to the Kingdom, that that Pe- 
tition did tend to put the Army in diſtemper and mutiny, to ebſtrutt 
the relief of Ireland, and put conditions on the Parliament : And 
declaring the Petitioners if they ſball continue in the promoting and 
advancing that Petitzon, ſhall be lookt upon, and proceeded againſt, 
as enemies tothe State, and aiSturbers to the publick Peace. 

We cannot chuſe, but With ſadneſſe of Spirit be deeply ſenſible 
that jo humble and innocent Aadreſſe could beget ſo ſtrange an 
Interpretation. 

Yetnow Stapleton and Hollis being removed, are not they in 
the ſame ſteps ? do nor they cail the Humble and Innocent Ad- 
drefles of the Souldiers to the Parliament , Diſturbance to their 
proceedings; and to the Publick Peace > And do nor they ſeek for 
worſe than a Declaration, an Ac of Parliament, to put to death 
for Petitioning ? And even as Stapleton and Hollis would have di- . 
vided and broken the Army, under the pr<tence of relief tor Ire- 
land, do not theſe men now du the like ? it was formerly oppoſed 
and c>ndemned by them, it is now cheir © wa expedient. 


have been and are obſtruters aud prejudices 0: ſeveral Peritivners 

tothe Pa: liament, for r.dretle of publick grievances : And rhe {aid 
Mr Holl;zs, and &r Philip Stapleton, in the moneth of ay, lalt 
palt, did abuſe and affront-divers Pecicions, oftcring to draw their 
ſwords upon Major Twleday, and others of the faid Peticioners, 
cauſing Nicholz Tew tob. impriſoned 1n Newgat ”, and t6 be de- 
tained a long time tliere, for no other cave, bur tor having a Peti- 
t10n about him, which was to b? preſemtedro the Houle: O how 
caretull were thzy then,of the freedom of the People to Pericion ! 

In te cighth Arricle, fel. $5. Fol; is charged with procuring 
ofthe ſe;claid Declaration azainit the Souldiers petitioning, as 2 
thing to the great diikonour of the Parliament, to the inſtuferable 
Wury,the jutt provocations,diſcouragement,and diſcontent of tte 
Army, &c. 

O Cramwell, O TIreton , how hath a litcle time and fucce Ts 
changed.the honeſt ſhape of ſo tnany Officers ! wh then woul\ 
have thought the Councel would have inoved for an act ro put 
men to death for P-ritioning ? who would haye r!;0ughr co have 


ſen Souldiers( by their Ordcr ) to rid: wich rucur taces towards 
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andto be caſhiered,and that fo Peritioning,and claiming th eirjuft 
Right and Title to the ſame 2 Such dealing as this vras acc ouuced 
m their Repreſentation of Ze 4. & 5. 164.7.to be againſt che 
right both of a Souluier and a $ubjeRt. And in p. 33. it thus faith, 
Aud if our 1Gerty of Peter 107iag for our duebe denyed #s , and be 
renarea{uch a crime (48 by the [aid Order and Declaration) we 
canmu brt loo for the ſame, or worſe, hereafter not oncly to onr 
ſel-es, brit 10 all the free-burn People o/ the Land in the like caſe; 
An {0 this Prefident (if it Rand god) would extend in the conſe- 
quence of it, ro render all Soujdiers under this - Parliament , the 
worſt of flave-,and ali SubjeRs litcl- better. And though there hath 
bin of ;a*e in other mens caſes,too many dangerous preſidents of 

ſuppr ng p-titions,& puniſhing or cenſuring the Petitioners, &c, 

Then they could fay ( P-35-) Let every honeſt Engliſhmau lay 
hu hand oz his heart, weigh our caſe, and make w his own, (asin 
cuntequence it is) and then judge for us and him; elt. Bur if we now 
ſay our hands on vur. hearts, and weig'. their prel.nt cale , what 
may we ſay for them or ourſe! ves ? We may torbcar pronouncing 
the ſentencc, they ive ſaid for themſelves and us. 

In the Declaration, Inme 14. 164.7. fol. 4.4. We deſire, that the 
right and freedom of the P eople, to repreſent to the Parliament b 
wWayof Petition, their grievances may be cleared and vindicated. 

In the Remonitrance, Tune 23. 1647. fol. 58. They account 
the {uppreſling ut Peritioning in the Army, an infringement ot 
the Rights and Libertics, both of Souldiers and Subjects. And (fol. 
60. of the ſamc Declaration, ) 4 putting the faithfall ſervants of © 
the Parliament and Kingdom out of the proteFtion of the Law. 
Divers othcr paſſages of moment out of their own Declarations, 
Remonltrances, &c. might be cited ; but h«-re is ſuticient to con- 
dcinne their violence againſt, and juſtifie the Souldiery in Pe- 
titioning. 

; Was there ever a generation of men {© Apoltate ſn Falk and ſo 
perjur'd astheſe ? did ever men pretend an higher degree of Ho- 
linefle, Religion, and Zeal to God and their Couuntty than theſe f 
thele preach, theſe taſt, theſe pray, theſe have nothing more tre- 
quent tacn the ſentences of {acred Scripture, the Name of God and 
of Chriſt in their mouthes : You {tall farce peak to (rumwe! 
about any thing, but he will lay his hand on his breaſt, clevate R1s 
eyes, and call Go to record, he will weep, howl and repent, C- 
ven whilc he doth {mite you under the firſt rib. Captain /ojce 
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Thus it is evident tothe whdichy orld,that the now preſent in- 
tereſt of the Othicers,is direly contrary to the interelt of the Soul- 
diery : there is no more difference betwixt them, than betwixr 
Chriſt and Bt lial;!ight and darkneſs, If you wilLuphold the inte- 
ret ot the one,the other mult down; and as well you may let them 
bore holes thrigh your ears, and be their {layes for ever, for your 
berrer diſtinCtion trom tree men;for what are you now?your mouths 
arc ſtopped, you may be abuſed and enflaved, but you may nor 
comp!ain, you may not petirion for redrels; they are your lords, 
and you aretheir conquered yaſlals: and this is the itate you are in. 
If a Souldier commit but a ſeeming fault,eſpecially it by their ren- 
tred tar fetchr con{cquences they can make it but reflet on tneir 
Prerogative greatnets ; Oh, to what an height that crime as they 
call it, 15 advanced ! Whar agpravations and load is laid upon it 
and if there be never an Article in their curlandilh mercenary Ar- 
ticles of War that will touch him, yer they tind one in their diſcre- 
tionary Conclave that will do the bulinels; for there mult be no 
ſanding againtt the Officers : they mult be impeached onely by 
their Peers, the Souldier mult not ſay Black 1s their ey : it they fay 
the Cr-1w is white, ſo muſt the Souldier : he mult not liſp a fillable 
againſt their trecheries and abuſes of the State, their falſe muiters, 
and cheating the Souldicry of their pay, though ic be their conſtant 
and tamiliar practiſe. That Souldier that is fo preſumpruous as to 
dare to Article againſt an Orhcer, mult de caſhiered. Quatter-ma- 
ſer Harby was but the other day caſhiered, bur for delivering in a 
Charge of Delinquency againſt Lieur. Col. A/zficld,tor his p-tide- 
ous coafederacy with trecherous Lilbxrn, that betrayed Tinmonth. 
Caſtle : and dayly honelt mea are caſhierd for complaining againſt 
their Oificers:; No Interc{t muſt now ſtand in the Army, that is a= 
gainit the Intereſt of the Ofhcers ; We muſt all bowto their lard- 
thips,and lay down our necks under their feer,an4 count it our ho- 
nor that they will be bur pleaſed co tread upon us, but like worms, 
we mult not rurn again, up -n pain of death or ca{hierment. This 
makes us call to mind the ſaying of /rcron tu honelt Major Cobbet - 
of Snow-hill, who for joyning with the Agents of the Army, ask- 
ed him if he Were not deluded in his underſtanding, ia joyning with 
the giddy headed Souldiers ; and adviſed hum ot to rm againſt the 
Intereſt of hin:{elf and the Officers. And now we nave plainly 
found what that Intereſt was , it was long a Forging, but is now 
brought forth ; but like a Viper, it will #439 out their own 
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But now deer friends, that you may ſee that their Conclave of 
Officers at White Hall hath ſuckt into it the venoms of all former 
corrupt Courts, and intereſts that were before them, we hall 
ſhew you how the Court of the High Commaillion,the Star-cham- 
ber, the Houſe of Lords, the King and his Privie Councel are all 
elive inthat Count, called the General Councel of the Army. 

Firſt, if you do but remember, the King to his death ſtood upon 
this principle, That he was accompradle to none but God ; Thar 
he was above the Parliament, and above the People. And now to 
whom will theſe be accomptable ? T o none on earth.And are they 
not above the Parhament ? They have even a Negative Voice 
thereover : Formerly the Commons could pals nothing without 
the concurrence of the Lords,now they dare pals notiung without 
the concurrence of the conclave of Officers : we were before ruled 
by King, Lords, and Commons ; now by a General , a Court Mar- 
tial, and Houſe of Commons : and we pray you what is the differ. 
ence ? The Lords were n<t Members both of the Houle of Lords, 
and ofthe Houſe of Commons, bur thoſe are Members both in 
the Houſe of Officers(the martial Lords)and in the H..uſe of Com- 
mons. The old Kings Perſon , and the old Lords, are but remo- 
ved,and a new King,and new Laxds, - with the Commons, are in 
one Houſe;and ſo under a more abſolute Arbitrary Monarchy than 
before, We have nct the change of a Kingdom to a Common- 
wealth ; We are onely under the oid cheat, the tranſmutation of 
Names, but with addition of New Tyranies to the old : for the ca- 
ſing out of one unclean Spirit;they have brought with them in his 
ſtead ſeven other unclean Spirits, more wicked then the former, 
and they have cntred in, and dwell there and the. laſt ſtate of this 
Common wealth, is worſe than the firſt 

Now as for their High Commiſſion a::d Star-chamber practiſes, 
if you-will be plealed to view over an Epitomie of our ſeyeral exa- 
minations before them ; you may have a perfet Embleme of 
thoſe Courts before your eys : and to tha: end, (and nor out of any 
vain-glorious fblly) we have ſfubjoyned an Abſtract of their Inter- 
rogatiues,with our Anſwer: ; together with their ſentence they pal- 
ſed upon us, But firſt we deſire you to take notice, that the matter 
which they madethe occaſion of advahtage to proceed againſt us, 
wasa paper which we delivered to the General : A Copie where- 
of (leſt you ſhould not have ſeen it) we herewith preſent you : and 
chen we ſhall proceedto our Examinations. | 
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To his Excellency Tho. Lord Fairfax, and-his 
Councel of Officers. 


May it pleaſe your E xechencic,and your Councel of Officers, 


a. E have lately made our humble addrefſe unto the peoples 
Repreſentors in Parliament , concerning ſome relief to 
Tt our ſelves and the Commonwealth, by way of Petition, 
the meanecſt and loweſt degree of an Engliſh mans Free. 
dome that we know ot, and yet the ſame (to our aſtoniſhment) hath 
much diſtaſted and imbittered divers of our Superiour Offi:ers (in 
this Councel convening) againſt us, as we perceive, and that even 
unto death, | 
We therefore being willing to avoid all occaſion of off:nce and di- 
viſion, and to cleare our ſelves from all imputations thereof, that in 
Juſtice and Reaſon may be conceived againſt us , defire , that yoa 
would be pleaſed to conſider, that we are Engliſh Souldiers, engaged 
for the Freedoms of England; and not outlandiſh mercenaries, to 
butcher the people for pay, to ſerve the pernitious ends of ambition 
and will in any perſon under Heaven, That we do not imagine our 
{clves abſolved from the ſolemn Engagement at Newmarket Heath, 
but to be ſtill obliged before God and the whole world to purſue the 
juſt ends of the ſame ; and you may remember your many promiſes 
and Declarations to the people upon that accompt , which like the 
blood of Abel cries tor juſtice upon the perfidious 1nfringers and per- 
verters thereof in this Arfy. You may further remember , that it 
hath been, a principle by you aſſerted and avowed , that our being 
; Souldiers bath not deprived us of our Right as Commoners, and to 
Petition the people in Parliament, we do. account inthe number of 
cur Birthrights ;, and you may remember that in'the time of the 
domination of Srapteron & Hollis, you complained againlt their then 
endeavour to ſuppreſle the liberty of the Souldiers to petition, as an 
plufferable intriogement of the right of the Army and prople ; and 


ve hope youdid not then condemn ir inthem, to juttific1t in your 


ves : when the power was theirs, it was then condemned ; but 
now it is yours, . how comes it to be, juſtified ? In the point of 
ftitioning, we expeRted your cncouragement, and nut to have ma- 
acles and fetters laid upon it : it.is not the bare name 'or ſhadow 
alercof will fatisfie us, while we arc guall'd of the effence if it ſelf 3 - 


- 
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it is a perfe freedom therein we deſfire,not therein to be ſubjeted 
under the Gradual Negative yoices of a Captain, a Colonell, your 
Excellency,or this Councel,; to paſs the teſt from one Negative voice 
to another for its approvement,. we-account as.the muſt vexatious 
Labyrinth of thraldom that 1n this point can be deviſed, worſe then 
all the oppoſition and infringements of Sraplerox and Holly ; we 
had rather that in plain terms yon would deny us our righ of petitt- 
oning, and pronounce and proclaim us abſolute Slaves and Vaſſals 
to our Oihicers,then ſecretly to rob us of the right it ſelf. God hath 
in ſome meaſure opened our eys, that we can ſee and perceive; and 
we delire plain dealing, and notto be met half way with ſmooth 
Bxpedients and Mediums facing both wayes, with roms and fair 
pretences, to overtake our ſodain apprebenſions,and unawares ſteal 
upon us, and ſo be defeated, as too often we have been, to the wo 
& miſery of the people,and of us:but the bxrnt child dreads the fire, 
Further we deſire you to conſider, That the ſtrength, the honour 
conſiſt in the Arme of the Souldier.Is it not the Souldier that endy- 
and being of the Officer, yea and of this Councell(under God)doth 
reth the heat and burden of the day, and performeth that work 
whereof the Othcers beare the glory and naitic > For what isor 
what can the Officer do without the Souldier ? If nothing, why are 

are they not aſhamed to deny us our right to petition > 
We have long waited in (ilence, even while we could perceive any 
hopes of any reallredreſs from them. But now finding the Military. 
power in an abſolute uſurpation of the Civill JuriſdiQion, in. the: 
pee of the Magiſtrate executing that authority, by which the 
word of the Magiſtrate and the ſword of gar is incroached inte the 
ſeif-ſame hands,under one Military head,which we diſclaim and ab- 
horr, as not having any hand or aſſent therein at all. And we find a 
ſtrange and unexpeRed conſtitution of a Councell of State, ſuch, 
as neither we or our fore fathers were ever acquainted with,intruſt- 
ed with little leſs then an unlimited power,& with the whole force 
both of Sea and Land, into which is combined the moſt pernicious 
intereſt of onr rotten State, Lords, Lawyers, Star-chamber Judges, 
and diſſenters from the proceedings againſt the King ; And which 
hath already ſwallowed up half our Parliament,and we fear to be an 


expedient to cut off our Parliaments forever; for if this Councel of 
| State ſurvive the Parliament, how ſhall w e obtain a new Reprefen- 
rative? if the Parliament ſit bur till a new one be ready to take their 
places, farwel Parliamenes, faryel Freedoms. 
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Farther, we finde the juſt and [191 way of triall by twelve men of 
the neighbourhood in criminall caſes, titterly ſubverted, in this new 
conſtitution of. an High Court, a Preſident for ought we know, to 
frame all che Courts of Exglard by, and to which our fclves may be 
aſwell ſubjeRed as our Enemies, And conſidering not one oppreſfi- 
of is removed, not one vexation in the Law abated,or one punAillio 
of freedom reſtored, or any fait kopes at all appearing, but oppreſſi- 
on heaped upon the back of oppreſſion,doudle cruelty upon cruelty ; 
we therefore from thoſe many conſiderations, betook our ſelves as 
Enpliſh/men to make eur addreſs unto the Parliament,as the proper 
refage and authority of the people for onr and their addrefſe, in 
which by birth we challenge a right, as alſo by the price and pur. 
chaſe of our hazard and bloud ; and our Civill Rights we cannot 
yeeld up, we ſhall firſt rather yeeld up our lives. 

And thus after the weak meafure of our underſtandings, we judge 
we have given a rationall and full accompt of the occaſion and rea» 
fon-of our Petitioning,and we hope, fatisfaRory to your Excellency 
ind this Councell, humbly praying that you will make a charitable 
1nd fair conſtruRion therein. p 

And we further deſire,that you will take ſpeciall notice of the ſeri- 
ous Apprehenſion of a part of the people in behalf of the Common- 
walth,preſented to the Houſe by Licut.Col.Zobs Lilburn,and divers 
other Citizens of Loydoy, and the Borough of Southwark, Febr. 26. 
now publiſhed in print. To the which, with due thankfulneſs to theſe 
our faithfull friends, the promoters and preſenters thereof, we do 
freely and cheerfully concur, to ſtand or fall in the juſt proſecution 
thereof, as the wy abſolutermedium to onr peace and frezdom that 
lath been prodaced ; and we hope it will produce an happy «ff-& 
upon this Councel, to prevent the otherwiſe unayoydable defolation 
nd divifion that will enſue upon us all : which co preveat, ſhall be 
ite faithfull endeavours of 


(Sir) 
March 1, Your Excellencies moſt bumble 
1648, Servants aud Souldierr, 
Robert Ward. Simon Graunt, 
Thomas Watſon, George felles 


William Sawyer. 
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The Examination and Anſwers of RoztrT Warp, 
before the Court Martiall, Match 3. 1648. 


I. B==z cali'd in before the Court; the Preſident demanded of 

him whether he owned the Letter, or no : he anſwered, Yea; 
and did admire he ſhould be committed to priſon for delivering his 
judgment to them. 

2, They asked him where the ſaid Letter was written, and who 
was preſent at the writing thereof : He anſwered, he thought that 
Court had abominated the Spaniſh Inquiſition, and Star-chamber 
prafice, in examining him upon Interrogatories, contrary to their 
own Declarations ;| and he would rather loſe his life, then betray his 
Libertie. 

3. They told him, he had not wit fufficient to compoſe ſuch a 
Letter : He anſwered, The Letter he did own and as for workdly 
wiſdom,he had not much ; but he told the Court, he hoped he had (6 
much horelty as would bear him out in this a&ion 3 and deſired them 
to remember what Pax{ ſpake, how that God did chuſe the fooliſh 
things of the world to confound the mighty. 

4+ They faid, That norwitbſtanding what he might think of 
himſelf tonching honeſty, they would not be afraid to proceed in 
Judgment againlt him : To which he anſwered, they might do what 
they pleaſed, for ke was in their hands, and they might take away 
hislife if they would : but be affured they would bring innocent 
bloud upon their own heads. They anſwered, They did not mud! 
paſſe what he did ſay, ; 

5+ They did ask why they did print the Letter : To which hee 
antwered, That he had been in priſon, and it was impoſſible he of 
they ſhould print in priſon. | 

6. They asked how he proved the Civill and Milirary ſword te 
be both in one hand, To which he anſwered, That ſome that (ate! 
Councet with them, did likewiſe fit in the Parliament and Copnce 
of State, contrary to what they had propounded to the People 1 
their Agreement. | 

7+ They asked what he had to ſay concerning the Councel of 5tat 
He anſwered, They did conſiſt of corrupt perto'1s; viz. Star-cham® 
Judges, corrupt Lords, difſ-aters from the Proceedings agaiult t 

teki 'the Houſe cf Lords ; andtr ed wi 
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'ter 3 Hz told them, [before he came to the Generall, They dcmand- 
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little lefſe then an unlimited power : now conſidering the perſons, 
be told them, it ſeem'd to him very dangerous. 

8. They asked him what he had to ſay concerning the ſubverſion 
of our Libertics by the High Court of Juſtice, He anſwered : that it 
was a Preſident (for ought he knew) to frame all the Courts in Enge, 
land by ; conſidering that thelefler doth conform it (4lt to the greater, ' 
and to which himſelf might be brought to tryall as well as others 
and fo deprived of all liberty of exception againſt Triers. 

9. They asked what he faid concerning that clauſe, That no oppreſ- 
fion was removed ; the King and Houſe of Lords being taken away, 
the chief cauſe of all oppreſſion, To which he anſwered, That it was 
not the taking away of the King and Houſe of Lords that o1a1e us free 
from oppreſion;for it was as good for him to ſuffer under the King, 
as under the keepers of the Liberties of England ; both maintainiog 
one and the ſame thing ; viz.the corrupt adminiſtrations in the Law, 
treble dammage for Tythes, perſecution for matter of Confcience, 
and oppreſſion of the poor. 

10.. They asked what he thought of the ſerious apprehenſion of - 


Part of the Pcople,in behalf of themlelves and the Common- wealth, 


delivered to the Parliament by Lieurenant Col. Fobn Lilburn and di- 
vers others : To which he being about to anſwer, they pur him 
forth with confidence that he did own it, 3M 
After thus they Were all committed to priſon again : and after three 
hours cali'd again before the Court,and there Sentence readzat Which time - 
be told the Court, That they might #4 Well take away his coat as bis (word; 
it being bis own proper goods , and never drew it againſt any but the 
N ations declared Enemies : and he did appeal from them, to a juſt. 
God, before Whom both they and he ſhould one day appear to give an 
account of their aftions : For the fpeaking of Which, they told him, 
that by the Articles of War he did deſerve death, He told them, it was - 
more then he knew ;, and ſo was carried again to priſon. And for this 
deportment, the Marſhal General told him he had no more breeding - 
then a Pig. 
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The Examination and Anſwers of $Sumon Grant. 


He Prefident asked him whether he did own the Letter : Ha 
anſwered, ke did. Then they asked him when he ſaw the Let» 


ed, 


(22) 
ed, how long before : Hee told them, two hours, They 8ked 
when, and at what hoaſe, and where be did fee it firlt -F Butappre 
bending they had not wherewithall to condemn him, but High- 
Commidlion like fought an advantage out of his mouth, he replyed, 
1f they. bad any thing ag-inſt him as matter of Charge, he dcfired 
that they would draw it up agair.{t him, and if they would give him 
time, he would anſwer 1t. Yes, (faid Colonel Baxter) and then 
hee that wrote the Letter, would write the Anſwer. To which he 
replyed, It was his pleaſure to ſay ſo, Then the Judge, Advocate 
a$<d him, whether he did apprehend the Martiail Sword and the 
Magiſterial Sword were encroached into one another. He anſwer. 
ed, he d.d apprehend it was fo ; becauſe he did (ee daily, that many 
Souidiers did go abcut to draw and pull men out of their houles, 
as well as the Civill Magiltrate, yea, and more, Then he was aske4 
whether hedid own all the Letter ; He anſwered, He did own it 
all. They told him, there were many lies init 5 and asked whe- 
ther he did own them. But hee replyed, that (as he conceived) 
there was none 3 he had ſet his hand to it, a1d would own-it. Ma- 


-ny more ſuch like cateChizing Interrogitorics they put to hum z but 
as frivolous as theſe. 
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The Examination and Anſwers of Tho. Watſon. 


=—_ Preſident. firft demanded of him , "whether he did own the 
Letter : Heanſwered,he did own it. Then Col, H»/vn ſtanding 


1n the Court,told him, he had proclaimed open Wars againſt rhe Ge- 
nerall and'tke Councell, He anſwered, that Colonel H#/en had paſt 
 entence upon him, it wasin vain for him to ſay any thing, «One 
of them replycd, that he knew not the praQice of the Court. He an- 
Lwered, that they had 10 reaſonto accuſe or condemn himfor decla- 
ring his mind in reference to his Freedom, becauſe they had declared 
their own declarations,that in ſuch things a man might write and 

ſpeak his own wind freely. N:.vertheleſs (hetold them) if they had a 
Charge againſt him,and would produce it,he would anſwer it,if they 
would give him time ; although they were not capaple to judge him, 
becauſc they declared he hai abuſed the General and the Councel : 
and he had never heard, that-they who were the Accuſers, -ought 
alſo to be the Judges. 


Colonel Baxter agked him, Who wrote the Letter. Heanſwered 


(23): 
He came not to accuſe himſelf or friends. Then he asked where it 
was Written, and in whoſe houſe ? He anſwered, In Lonaor. 
Baxter asked, why he gave orders to have it printed fo quickly ? 
He replied , How: can you prove that? Then the Judge-Advocate 
told him,it would have been better for him if he had confeſt, he had 
found. more mercy from the Court, for his obſtinacie would gain 
him nothing. To whom he replied, Titey had a limited power, and 
could.do nothing but what God permitted. them, and they muſt once 
appear before a righteons Judge : but as for their Cenſure, he valued 
it not, So he was remanded back.to priſon, 
| 


\ The Examination and Anſwers of' George Jelles. 


Hey demanded if he would own the Letter ? He anſwered, he- 
would, his hand wasto it. They asked if hedid writeit ? He 
anſwered, hedid own it ; and defired to know whether th-y would 
judge him in mattersrelating to the freedom of the Commonwealth 
by their Martial Law ? They told him they would, being a Souldier. 
To which ke replied, He wa$ alſo Common-r of Empland : but if 
by their Martial Law he a(t be judged, he defired ro know by what- 
Article, in regard he had broken none, It was anſwered, upon the- 
Article for Mutinie z and it was death.. He replied, he had inade no- 
diſturbance in the Army,;z and told them, that in the time of the pre- 
. dominance of Srapleron aud Hollis, they then declared the Souldiery 
might petition the Parliament 5 but now the power was in their 
hands, the Souldiery had loſt the Liberty thercofs and fo deſired 
Godand the whole world-mnight be Judge betwixt them, And upon. 
his defiring of them: to know whether they had ſeen the Agreement 
or no, they. anſwered they had, He replied, it was therein concluded, . 
that che Military ſword & the Civil ſword ſhould not be encroached: 
under one head... They anſwered, it was fo, but that was left to the 
next Parliament tealter, But we wiſh they would tell us when that 
ſhall be; it is to be feared, it is never intended ; for it-is ſcarce ima- 
ginable they will cver venture the teſt of a new.Repreſentative, ex-. 
cept they keep it under the ſword, as they do this ; ler us have buit a. 
free ſucceſſive Parliament, and wee'il run the hazard of ite. 
Thus he chat confidereth their gn a6 v7 r00 remem 
breth the High- Commiſſion and Star» Chamber proceedings (hall find; 
nodiffcrence.betwixt theſe Courts, but in name.. Wherefore 2H 


[24] 
Engliſh Souldiers or DE. , that have the leaſt ſpark of rrne 
love to themſelves and their Countries freedom, are bound now of 
never, to uri'e themſclves againſt thoſe Apoſtates, thoſe Jeſuites and 
Traitors to the peopl: ; Thoſe are the Levelers indeed ; for. what 
have they not levclled Þ There is no truſt or confidence ever any 
more to be had in them: for they have broken their faith with all 
parties, by which they have advanced themſelves to this height of 
dominion into which they are intr.idzd ; and now they reigne as 
Kmgs ,- and fit upon the Throne of their Predeceflor , whom they 
removed, to take ſucceſſion over the people. | 
And now we ſhall give you a Copy of their Sentence they paſſed 
upon us , the which Baxter being Prcſilent ( as they call it.) pro« 
nounced as followeth. | = 
Gentlemen ; for. ſo 1 think 1 may without effence call you, far as yet 
you are Souldiers ; but truly you are not long to continue ſo: For you 
are guilty of tigh crimes, as your Letter here by you owned doth manifeſt, 
being ſcandal»: to the Parliament , Connfel of Stare, High Court of 
Twuftice, and tending ro breed mutiniesn the Army ; for which you have 
61 an bigh ntaſure deferved death ; but through the great morcie of the 
Comrt that 4 waved, and truly they have Waved the Sentence again and 
again, and noW they are come as low ar poſſibly they can : Aa. it being 
late, a8 declare unto you your ſeuerall Sentences , which are as for 
loweth. | 


You ſhall ride with your faces 'towards the Horſe- 
tailes, before the heads of your ſeverall Regiments, 
with your faults written upon your breaſts, and your 
{words broken over your heads, and ſo be caſhiered the 
Army.as not worthy to ride therein; &.a Proclamation 
to be made, that none ſhall receive you into any Troop; 
Company,or Gariſon. And this I would have you look 
-upon as a great mercy of the Court. * + © Pe 

Which ſentence was accordingly executed upon us, in the Great 

 Palace-yard at Weltminolter, March 6. A CEgTS, 
Thus you may fee to what paſſe we are brought. What they have 
Tone to us, in the conſequence thereof it doth extend equally to you 
all ; for what they have done to us today, you are liable to fuffer to 
morrow. Thus you may fee, they ace Wolves in Sheeps clothing, 
Foxes in the habit of Saints ; and their footſteps are in ſome met, 
d and laid open unto you, from their beginning of engage» 


. 
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ing with the Army to their nd, Reſidence in White-Halt : So 
that from hence we may ſafely conclude with the ſaying of Col. 
Diſborro«gh to Mr. Bull : that they did not intend to keep the 
Pngagement, but provided the Acquieſling buſineſſe at Ware on 
purpoſe to make void their engagement, we ſhall ſay no more at 


preſent, only add a goppy of a petition to the Parliament on which 
the Soldiers ofthe Army are proceeding. 
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To the Supreme Authority of the N ation, 


The Commons aſſembled in Parliament : 


The humble Petition of the Souldiery under the. 


Condu& of Two. Lord Fairy ax. 


Showeth, 


to this Honourable Houſe, a prime and moſt effentiall part - 


Fo: we eſteem the liberty of addrefſe by way of Petition 
of Freedom, and of right belonging to tlie meaneſt member 


of this Common-welth. 


That we humbly conceive our being ;Souldicrs to be fo far from. . 


Epriving us of our ſhare in this Freedom, as that it ought rather 
to be a confirmation thereof- to -u$; we havi 
hizard of our lives been infirumentall in preſerving the ſame, 


Freon. 


the Army, for the better mana 
Afairs, and that weſubmittingt 


wo judge 
erst 


of Common-wealths 
the 


. 
INE 2 


ng with our utmoſt, 
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ſ.1yes, or the benefit of the Com La6] wealth, And this js to more 
then what ou: Officers themſalvzs have declared to be our Right, 
and without waich we ſhould be our ſelves the worlt of ſlaves. - - 
That the extraordinary aftiogs of "the! Atmy , -diſtinfly of 
themſclves, in reference to rhe Common- wealth, are grounded o 
on our ſolemn Engagement at Newmarkee and Triploe Heath, 
Fun? 14, 1647. | | 
That the Souldiery by that Engagement hath an equall Right 
and Propriety in ad to the Tranſlations of the Army. as Com- 
monere. 
That the Officers in matters of that concernment are not (with- 
. out a freeeleRion and conſent) the Repreſenters of. the Squldiers, 
as Commoners;but are onely their Conduftots1n Militarymatters, 
That by vertue of our ſolemn Engagement, nothing done or to 
be done, tbough in the natne of the Army; can be taken as the 
ſenſe or the a&t of the Army, ſoas tobe imputed tothe Army, 
thit is not agreed unto by a Councell to confilt of thoſe geherall 
Officers who concur with the Engagement, . with two Commitl- 
ſion Otficers, and two Souldiers to' bechoſen foreach Regiment ; 
or by the major part of ſach a Councell. 
7 That if your Honors conceive it meet in your aftings to concur 
. withthe aQtings of the Army, then it is neceſſary that with the 
- Aenſe of the Officers you alſo require the ſenſe of the Souldzers, 
. elſe not to account of it, or truſt to it as the ſenſe of the Army ; 
and without this, we conceive, you cannot be ſafe , for it is ſmall 
fecurity, as to the a or faith of the Army, to receive the ſenſe of 
the Officers, without the concurrence of the Souldiers in Councel, 
as aforeſaid. | | 
That being ejeRed and deprived of our Right and property.in 
That Councell, we ſtill conceive our ſelyesat freedom to Petition 
this Houſe ; but yetin the late exerciſe thereof (amongſt ſome of 
us) we have been very much abuſed and menaced ; and Orders 
thereupon made by the Generall-Councell, to. interrapt our free 
acceſsr9 this honorable Houſe, ſubjefing our petitions for approve- 
ment, to paſs the Teſt from Ofticer to Officer, by which the ſenſe 
and underſtanding of the Sonldier is ſurprifed and over-awed to 
the pleaſure of the Officer, that he muſt neither hear, ſee, nor] peak 
but by the eyes, ears and mouth of the Officer ; ſo that the Soul- 
diers right of petitioning is hereby taken from them ; for to Peti- 
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tion in that caſe,can be at moſt 37 a bare ſence of a few Officers ; 
wconfiderable in compariſon-of the Souldiery, and ſo'not the 
minde of the Army,for.the Officers disjun&,' make not:the Army. 

Thar to. our-great. grief we- are inforced to complain' to this 
honorable Houſe, that ſome of us, to wit, Simon Grant, Robers 
Ward,T homas Watſon, William S«wycr and George Felles were ſenten.. 
ce@by the Court Marriall, to ride with their faces towards their 


Horſe tails; ;: to.have their Swords broken over their heads, and - 


ro be caſhiered the Army, as unworthy therein-to bear any Arms, 
counting it as. 4 mercy. of rhat Court, that their lives were ſpared; 


the which ſentence was accordingly- executed upon them in the - 


great Palace-yard at Weſtminſter, March the fixth« and 'all was 


bur for petitioning this Houſe, and delivering- a poper of -acconnt . 


of that ation tothe Generall-Councell, which 1s ready, if call'd 
for.to be. produced, \.:\The .confideration whereof doth exceed- 
ingly agrieve us,:t0 think that we ſhould in'vain undergo our for- 
mer hardſhips, -that in ſtead_of. addition to our Freedoms, we 


ſhould in this opprobrionsmanner berendred the worſt of 'laves; 


for we take it as done.:to. our ſelves :- and that to be deprived of 
our Rights beth as Souldiers and Engliſhamgn, as unworthyroto 
-petitton, or bear Atms, and that by ſuch as are ſuch glorious: pre- 
tenders t0 Freedom, 'is a matter of -amazement to us, conſidering: 
rhe Crime (as they call «t) was no other then above-mentioned; - 
- Wherefore from theſe weighty Confiderationswe are enforced 

: *, t0apply our ſelves.again unto this honourable Houſe, and 


to deſire , 


Firſt,T hat as heretofore aud according. ro Right we may be as free 
to petition this Hozorable Houſe, as other our fellow-members in the 
Commonwealth ; and that We may with free and uninterrupted ac- 
ceſſe approach with our Petitions (though by enforcement) Withous 
oxer Officers, as the Officers have done in declining of us ; and that 

for our clear ſatisfattion you Wpuld/ declare unto us , that it t5the 
undoubted freedome of the Souldiery to Petition the Parliament, 
either ſingly of themſelves, or joyntly With their Officers, or with any 
other well-affetted of the Nation hatſoever, other» 1ſe We cant 
but look xpox our (elves as vaſſals and mercenaries, bound up by the 


pleaſnre and underſtandings of other men, 


' 
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2, That the pover of the Officers J, preſent ('ouncel of the Army 
way extend only to the Marſballing and Diſciplinating thereof; and 
matters Which concern the Commen-vealth , we way not be 
ded by theſe Debates, or any thing of that nature taken as the 
54-4 of the whole Army, bus of the Snbſcribers exty, mnnlefſt 
We ſpall pec onally or deputatively 0190 0887 ap probation and conſent 
"F 


w 304 9041 require a nevieation of their Order prohibiting 


16 ; So Petitioning, ##1 by our Officers. 


4: 7 has our ferewaned fellew-Sorldierr, by Ordar of this Her 
noureble Heuſe , wy be reffored totheir former places in their re«. 
feftive Regimewws. 


5. T hat accord wy ſelevox Exge We way not ibe dir 
wid wer dibarced ticker iti are or 5 ) Ov any of wap 


jer-Ireland, ar any ſervice -4 or $a s yon ful Naenfants td 

ſecurity be ginen nt 19 re/ation to our Rights bath as Souldiers and 
0 emmonars,chas our ſelves, wbenn the condition of private men, 
and _ the EE et corhe - 


ef che 50k. wo the. 

CLE by Lien. Ft 

Lib fora ond ;fideration, and effetnally 
and mere exeoragette ven” 

Penn nas Y defonce of fo gead and juſt An- 


And yur Petitioners foall prey, Ox. 


